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Afghanistan, and Persia.218 Both contracting Powers rec-
ognized the territorial integrity of Tibet under the suze-
rainty of China, and agreed not to interfere with the
country's internal concerns or attempt to secure special
concessions there. The land of the Lamas was to remain
a barrier between the Russian bear and the British lion in
India.
As to Afghanistan, in return for an English promise not
to occupy or annex it so long as the Ameer fulfilled his obli-
gations, Russia declared the country to be outside her
sphere of influence; she withdrew her diplomatic agents
from Herat and agreed to deal with the Ameer only through
the British authorities. Afghanistan therefore was no
longer to be a field for Russian intrigue against India, and
the English were freed from a great bugbear that had wor-
ried them for a century.
Persia was by far the most important subject of the
Agreement. Though the-preamble piously declared that the
two Great Powers mutually agreed.to respect the "integ-
rity" and "independence" of Persia, the Agreement went on
to divide Persia into three regions: the northern and
largest region, bordering on Russia and comprising the
richest and most populous parts of Persia, was to be a Rus-
sian sphere of influence, in which Great Britain would not
geek for herself, or any third Power, any concessions of a
political or commercial nature. The southern region,
largely barren desert but containing roads leading to India,
was in like manner to be a British sphere, in which Russia
would seek no concessions. Between these two lay a cen-
tral neutral region, including the head of the Persian Gulf,
in which neither Great Power was to seek concessions ex-
cept in agreement with the other. In all this the Shah was
not consulted in the least. A cartoon in Punch hit off the
218 For the text see British Foreign and State Papers, vol. 100,
pp.555 ff.